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CHINESE OFFSHORE ISLANDS

) Chinese Communist harassment oi Nationalist-held offshore

islands ¢xoccted to comntinuwe through winter,

?;ﬁ 15# y on Tachens group, possibly im effort e induce
25X1 1 | Q:" Nagionalist withdrawal.
Q . There\yas only mimor sctiom &gainst quewoy anc |
i Matsn grolys.
%i ¢. Communists on\¢F Nofember conducted unavai shelllng
. “\; of Wuchiu, tiny isglated island between Juomoy
\t and Bn.tslnig
5. some gresibility of Commupist submarine activity
of fshore island waters.
IX Co nist amphibilous asssalts on allN\three of major
fehore groops will remain possible thigughout winter,

&. Feiping still sppears uncertain, however, as to
U3 intentions as resgards defense of these major
LI0ULS .
| B. Horeover, assauicts on Tachens and Quemoys would
be costly even agaimst Nationalist opposition
. alono.
11. Of wmajor islsad groups, Tachens appear most vulonersble
to Communist harassmept short of invasion, ag these

isiands are at ead of Taigei's lcoagest supply lipe
T e gt T . “1“
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{over 200 miles from ports in northeran Formosa).
A. Communist air power can hamper Tachen supply
by attacks on approaching vessels and one good

harbor.

B. Communists could also hinder supply by artillery

fire from islands to morth iaé west .

C. Sinking of Nationalist destroyer escort near
Tachens om 14 November may discourage Taipei from
risking further loases of major combat vessels in
Tachens avrea. If so, Tachens and shipping in area
would be wmore vulnmerable to Communist naval fire.

D.—Communists could sisc wesken TFachens by Topeated
bombing ead srtillery attacks on -targets-on
islands - theuseolvek.

B.——Short of Supplies . -and under repested XTLWTESR,
morale-of-Eationalist-garrison-in—Tachens would
eertainly deteriorate

P. Deterioration could be hastened by Communist
capture of smaller outlying islands to north

and south of Tacheas--Yushans and Ichiang to
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north, Pishan and Eaachishan to south--most of
which were bombed daring Novomber.

Although current ¥ationalist intention 1is to
fight for Tachens if necessary, Taipei might
decide to withdraw its forces from Tachens if
faced with weakening Tachens garrison and loss

of smaller pearby islands.

This pattern of Communist harassment could be extended

to Matsus and QuUemOYS.

A.

First

raid on Matsus by Communist frogman tOOKk piace
20 November.

GQuemoys have been shelled intermittently since
early Novewmber.

1¥. Chinese Communist action against Wuchiu island on

26 November greatly exaggerated by press.
meninxtanwﬂxd4-u&4Hﬂmﬂmmpﬂonnantst’ttad&ngncttauyt,

Approved For Release 2002/09/04 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000400040005-4

25X1
25X1

25X1



s
et

Approved For Release 2002/09/04 £1A-RDP79R00890A000400040005-4
Q T  THIRD SUCK- SHELLinG W USY
. i

25X1

O—Sese YUESTION X5 to-why Communists DOTNETed with
itseli-eor—as base—for attacksy

k. —Gpe-speculation is-thet—Communists—were tryiny
to-draw-unaior-ntionalistvesseis-intosubaarine

G/’!
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E. Chinese Communist pavy believed to have three
to six submarines, of coastal and lopg-range
type. based st Teingtao. These have been in

training status and were not believed capable

of operating as Iar iroa base 25X

25X1
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